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the commission to fulfil its labours ". The statement pointed
out that as the Templars were pleading before the commis-
sion, they could not reasonably be expected to plead also
before the tribunal of Sens at the same time. After further
consultation, the commission repeated that they had no
jurisdiction over the provincial councils. The Pope had
appointed the Archbishops to be the judges of individuals
while the functions of the commission were confined to the
investigation of the charges against the Order as a whole.
De Boulogne and the other representatives retired, but in the
afternoon they were before the commission again. The com-
missioners, however, could only confirm that the Archbishop
of Sens acted within his powers and that the commission had
no authority to interdict him. " We are deeply grieved for
you ", the court told the representatives, " but since the Pope*
has sanctioned the proceedings before provincial councils, we
are quite powerless to interfere in any way,"
On the following day, Monday, the commission resumed
the hearing of witnesses. Humbert de Puy, a serving brother,
denied all the charges. He had heard tales of irregularities
in the Order, but he swore that they were the lies of jealous
and evilly-disposed persons. The next witness, John
Bertaldi, also a servant, admitted the denial of Christ, spitting
on the cross and indecent kisses. In the middle of his
examination, the session was suspended to consider the pro-
ceedings of the Archbishop of Sens. He had held his
provincial council and acted tempestuously. The Pope had
decreed that Templars already questioned by the Inquisition
need not be further examined except at the discretion of the
councils, and Philip de Marigny had taken full advantage of
this decision. The fate of the Templars within his jurisdic-
tion was settled forthwith. The prisoners were divided into
four classes: —
(i) Those who had confessed to lesser offences—the tri-
bunal ordered them to be given their freedom after penance.

